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Intro
While we spend much of our time seeing
the outside of our and others’ homes, we
rarely think about what makes the whole
look come together: siding.
Siding is the outermost layer of material
on the exterior of a home and comes in a
variety of materials.
If you’re new to the siding world, or if you
are just trying to make heads and tails of
options and their relative pros and cons,
we’ve got you covered.
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Elements
of Siding
While you don’t need
to be a siding expert to
replace your home’s siding,
it is helpful to understand
the elements that make up
siding—as these terms may
be used as you evaluate
the best option for you.
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PA R A M O U N T
SIDING AND WINDOWS
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Key Siding
Terms
Trim: used to provide a finished edge on siding for aesthetics
and weatherproofing
Soffit: the material used to finish the underside portion of
the roof overhanging the walls of your home (also called
eaves or rafters)
Fascia: the horizontal material that covers the ends of the
rafters on your home; often covered by gutters
Sheathing: under-layment, a rigid material that goes on top
of the studs once the old siding is removed, base to attach
siding to
Insulation: rigid foam, closed cell, structurally rated (what
type of insulation is used in an application)
Vapor barrier: an alternative to insulation (such as when
insulation is not needed) to prevent moisture from reaching
underlying sheathing or studs
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Replacing
or Repairing
Siding
It’s not often that people actually look closely
at their siding, but when they do, many people
are surprised by what they find. Maybe you’re in
that boat. You’ve lived in your home for a number
of years and just noticed some waving in your
siding, or maybe your home has endured one
of Colorado’s famous hailstorms. You’re faced
with what seems like a choice: to replace/repair
your damaged siding or just live with it for a
while. After all, it seems like the visible issues are
minimal. You’ll save and then deal with it in a year
or two (or five).
While that can be the approach taken to many
house projects, siding damage left unattended
is likely to escalate quickly costing exponentially
more time, effort, and money.

As a rule of thumb: if you are seeing a visible area of damage, this is just the tip
of the iceberg and there is likely much more going on below the surface. The
damage is likely just an indication of a larger problem.
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Siding Materials
WOOD

ENGINEERED
WOOD

CEMENT
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NONINSULATED
VINYL

FORM-FITTED
INSULATED
VINYL

STEEL

06

WO OD

E NG INEER ED W O O D

Known best for its natural beauty, wood siding is a favorite when it
comes to visual appeal. Wood siding is typically made of red cedar
and usually comes unfinished. Homeowners have a wide variety
of options when it comes to stain and profile size. But the look
comes at a price, as it is more costly than other siding materials not
only to invest in but also to maintain. Wood is also more subject to
weather than other materials and will expand and contract with the
temperature. Because of this, it requires regular staining, painting,
caulking, and resealing.

Engineered wood is “smarter” wood. It has the same visual
characteristics as natural wood, but the technology behind it
is much more advanced. The material is made of a composite
of various wood and fiber strands to produce a stronger, more
durable, and more energy efficient alternative to wood, without
compromising on the look. Because of the components of this
option, it is also less expensive not only than wood, but also
other siding materials.
Engineered wood also does not have the rigidity of other
materials thus allowing for a wider variety of sheet lengths. This
option also has a long lifetime with very little upkeep necessary.

Pros
• High-quality
• Beautiful
• Various stain options
• Various profile options

Pros
• High quality
• Afforable
• Readily available
• Strong
• Renewable
• Low maintenance
• Prefinished option with 30-year no-fade paint warranty

Cons
• A more expensive siding material
• Requires regular maintenance
• Subject to weather
• Prone to termites and rotting (if not maintained regularly)

Cons
• Unless prefinished, needs to be painted on average every
5-7 years
• Prefinished or not, regular maintenance is necessary (but
less maintenance is needed than with wood siding)
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C E ME NT B OA R D
Cement Board is often called “fiber cement” or “Hardie Plank”
(when made by the well-known manufacturer James Hardie).
These boards are available in lap or vertical siding made from
a composite material called fiber cement. As cement is, this
siding is very strong and durable. James Hardie is the bestknown brand of cement board or “fiber cement”. While the
“Kleenex” brand of cement board of Hardie Plank is a highquality product, be aware that not all cement boards or their
manufacturers are created equal.

Pros of cement board in general:
• Strong and durable
• Visually appealing
• Has a modern, clean look
• Several profile options available
Cons of cement board in general:
• Not the least expensive option
• Not all manufacturers are the same
• Can crack when struck hard enough
Pros of Hardie Plank specifically:
• Trusted and well-known brand
• Pre-finished lap siding very affordable compared to other
sidings
• High-quality
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VINY L

F O R M - F I T T ED IN SU L AT ED V INY L

Vinyl is a very popular siding material because of the wide variety
of color and shape options it offers. Vinyl siding can be created
in nearly any color, lap profile (horizontal, vertical, or shake), and
design. This material also offers the fastest return on investment.
Replacing it is cost-effective as, in many cases, you can lay the new
siding right over the existing siding.

If you like the look of vinyl but want to mitigate the downfalls of
non-insulated vinyl, form-fitted or Solid Core insulated vinyl may
be the right option for your home. The insulation is poured or
wire cut to fit the exact profile (shape) of the siding. Because of
this, the siding can be installed directly against the studs rather
than needing sheathing.

Keep in mind that vinyl, unlike other materials, is not painted to be
the color you select. The material itself is extruded in the desired
color, so it is not originally, nor should it ever be painted.

This siding, when compared to its uninsulated counterpart, is
more durable, energy efficient, and noise cancelling. However,
keep in mind that not all insulation is the same, be sure to ask
about the kind of insulation that will be used with non-insulated
vinyl siding before making a commitment.

N ON-IN SULAT E D V I N Y L
Non-insulated vinyl is exactly as it sounds—it is vinyl siding without
any form-fitted insulation attached to it, making it more affordable
but less energy-efficient than vinyl siding with form-fitted
insulation.
Pros
• Inexpensive, affordable
• Wide variety of profiles available
• Lots of color options
• Faster return on investment
Cons
• It will expand and contract with heat and cold
• More susceptible to harsh weather and extreme heat and
cold
• Not something used for all applications
• Fades and painting it is not recommended

Pros
• Saves on energy expenditure
• Stronger than non-insulated vinyl when it comes to hail
• Can reduce sound by up to 45%
• Visually simulates other siding materials
• Wide variety of profiles available
• Lots of color options
Cons
• Subject to expansion and contraction with weather
• Not as strong as non-vinyl options for hail/weather
• Fades and painting it is not recommended
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S TEEL
This may bring to mind visions of a tin affixed, metal behemoth,
but in reality, most steel siding is indistinguishable from vinyl to the
passerby. In fact, the majority of homes you see with “traditional”
siding are usually steel.
Steel is a great option for Colorado climate and provides a lot of
value and benefits for the investment. It is virtually maintenance
free and many brands come with a 35-year paint warranty and a
50-year hail protection warranty.
With steel siding, you have the option to use either “drop-in”
insulation or standard insulation, or both. Drop-in siding is shaped
to fit the profile of the siding used, greatly reducing air gaps
between the insulation and siding. Standard insulation is flat
and allows for greater air movement between the siding and the
insulation.
Pros
• Cost effective
• Virtually no maintenance
• Excellent value
• Double insulation is offered
• Good option for Colorado
climate
• Backed by long-term
warranties
• Large variety of color and
shape options

Cons
• May not like the physical
appearance when seen
from up close as it can
be less visually appealing
to some (texture-grade
metal)
• Can get hot to the touch
during summer months
(but does not impact the
insulative value)
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Insulation
BE NEF I TS OF
IN SU LATI O N
Now that we’ve talked about some
of the most popular material options,
let’s look at the next most important
decision you’ll need to make about
your siding: insulation.
Not all siding is made with insulation.
It is often an option which will create
an additional cost and requires
additional consideration. Keep these
benefits of insulation in mind as you
consider whether or not to include it
in your siding repair or replacement
project.
Pros of Insulation:
• Adds to energy efficiency
• Adds strength to the siding it’s
behind
• Reduces sound reflection

W H AT T O LO O K F O R IN IN SU L AT I O N
Keep in mind that not all insulation is the same. It, like siding, has many different varieties,
manufacturers, and installation requirements. So, as you consider insulation options, be sure
to research or ask your contractor these questions:

What is the r-value?

R-value reflects the resistance a material has to heat, with a higher value indicating higher
resistance. The higher the R-value, the greater the insulation performance.

How thick is the insulation?

Of course, the relative effectiveness and cost comes much from the amount of insulation
used. Our preference is ½“thick insulation.

Is it closed or open cell?

Closed cell insulation is made of rigid cells that maintain their shape and trap air whereas
open cells are irregular and flexible. Because of this, closed cell makes for better insulation.

Do you need a vapor barrier?

Depending on the needs of your home, local building department, or HOA, there are
insulation options that have a code-compliant vapor barrier.
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Siding
Installation
Even if you choose the best siding material available and add
a quality insulation, it can all be lost if your contractor is not
well-versed in siding installation. This is not a DIY installation
product like it may seem. There are so many nuances of replacing
siding and so many opportunities for things to go awry that we
adamantly believe that installation should be done by a trained
professional.
There are many options available in most areas, so here are a few
things you should keep in mind when choosing your contractor:

W O R K W I T H A C O M P A N Y OR I ND I V I D UA L
Y O U T R US T.

1

This is undoubtably the most important thing to keep in
mind when selecting a contractor to work with. This doesn’t
necessarily mean that whoever you go with needs to be a
family member or friend, but it does mean that you need to
feel comfortable with the communication and confident of the
quality of work you are paying for. Siding is the first element
that anyone will see of your home—you want to make sure
it has been installed to the manufacturer’s and local building
department’s standards.

H AV E A F ORMA L, WRI TTE N C ONTRAC T.
Unfortunately, we’ve seen it happen all too often that
whatever was verbally agreed to or understood was not
interpreted the same way for both parties. Protect yourself
and the contractor you choose to work with by getting
everything down in writing including details like price,
estimated installation timeline, material brand and type, board
length, color, style, and even insulation type. This will ensure
that all of the expectations you have and all of the materials
your selected company or contractor needs are on paper to
reference throughout the project.

2
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LO O K AT P RE V I O US W O RK SAMPL E S
A N D R E V I E W S , W H E N AV AI L ABL E.

3
4

As mentioned, siding installation—no matter how small the
area is—is not a DIY project. To get the results you want,
and your home deserves, it requires precision, attention
to detail, and experience. Find a contractor with a long
history of working with different siding materials on
various styles and sizes of homes. Make sure to do your
research and see what other customers have said about
them.

F IN D A C O N T RAC T O R W I TH A
PHY S IC A L LO C AT I O N .

Communication is key when it comes to any home project.
However, during busy seasons, it is not uncommon that
getting ahold of some contractors can be challenging.
Working with a business that has a physical location
where you can meet with the contractor or company
you select is essential in establishing trust. If something
unexpected comes up, there is peace of mind in knowing
that you can simply go to the business office and talk
to someone who can help you. This is a significant
investment and, ultimately, you need to feel comfortable
with your selection of contractor.
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Final Thoughts
As we wrap this guide up, make sure to keep these key points
in mind:

1 M AIN T AIN Y O UR S I D I N G

whether you have no to low-maintenance siding like steel
or higher maintenance siding like wood, you must maintain
your siding. Be sure to review and familiarize yourself
with the manufacturer’s care guide for your existing and
potential replacement siding.

2

S EL EC T A M AT E RI A L F O R YOUR
N EEDS A N D W A N T S

There are clearly many different material options along with
color, stain, size, and shape (depending on the material you
select). Make sure to choose what fits your preferences,
your home’s style, your budget, and your time available to
maintain the siding.

3 F IN D A C O N T RAC T O R Y O U TR UST

Keep in mind that whoever you select to install your siding
is working on the most important visual elements of your
home’s exterior. Take some time to find a contractor that
you like and trust before diving in.

Contact
303.482.5656
6637 South Broadway
Littleton, CO 80121
pswcolorado.com

