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Choosing windows for your home can be a 
daunting task. With a wide variety of types, 
materials, and purposes, windows contain 
intricacies that can be challenging to decode 
without a little background knowledge. 
While you don’t need to be an industry 
expert, it’s helpful to know some of these 
terms to help you make the most informed 
decision.

Take a look at this helpful diagram to 
familiarize yourself with some of the main 
elements of a window that we’ll reference 
throughout this guide. Don’t worry, we’ll 
be breaking down the world of windows so 
that you can choose the best solution for 
your home with confidence.



Window Types
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When selecting custom windows, new or replacement, you must 
first start by selecting the best type for your space, budget, and 
functional needs. 

There are a wide variety of window types including:

AWNINGS
WINDOWS

PICTURE
WINDOWS

BAY AND BOW 
WINDOWS

SINGLE AND DOUBLE 
HUNG WINDOWS

CASEMENT WINDOWS

SLIDING
WINDOWS
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Awning windows open outward using a hand-crank mechanism. 
However, awnings are hinged at the top, allowing you to enjoy 
fresh air even when it’s raining outside. So, there is no need to 
rush to close them at the first sign of bad weather.

FEATURES OF AWNING WINDOWS

• Options and brands available where the frame and sash are 
minimized for more natural light

• Often smaller than other types, awning windows can be 
installed higher on a wall for added security and privacy

• They are pulled tightly against the frame when closed and 
latched, creating a weather-proof seal and greater energy 
efficiency

AWNING WINDOWS
Bay Windows
These windows typically have a large center picture window 
surrounded on each side by your choice of single or double-
hung windows or casement windows. Choose from an array of 
glass options, designs, sizes, and interior colors to match and 
accentuate the style of your home. To give you the ideal seating 
area you desire, we’ll create either a 30-degree or 45-degree 
angle.

Bow Windows
Typically designed with stunning 3, 4, 5 or 6 equally sized 
sections, bow windows give your room new dimension and 
symmetrical style. Select from a variety of colors and dynamic 
glass options to make your new bow window an elegant backdrop 
in your favorite room. You can even wrap a bow window around 
a corner of your home to frame multiple views. Go with all fixed 
windows or any combination of fixed and venting windows-
whatever works best for you.

Features of Bay and Bow Windows
• Because they protrude out, bay and bow windows capture 

and funnel more natural light, brightening your room, 
maximizing your views and allowing for greater ventilation

• Add the option of a small window seat giving illusion of more 
space

• Increase curb appeal from the outside and create character 
inside the home

BAY AND BOW WINDOWS
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This style of window is hinged on one side and opens using a crank. Because they can be angled to direct airflow, they are ideal for 
kitchens and bathrooms. There are options for single and double custom casement windows depending on the brand and unique needs 
of the space.

FEATURES OF CASEMENT WINDOWS

• Open top to bottom for maximum ventilation and can be angled to direct breeze
• When closed and latched, the window is pulled firmly against the frame and sealed tight for greater energy efficiency
• Works well over kitchen and bathroom sinks, counters and vanities, as well as new appliances where single or double-hung windows 

would be difficult to open and close
• Require exterior clearance over walkways to allow the window to swing out to a fully opened position
• Custom casement windows come in a variety of styles, materials and colors

CASEMENT WINDOWS
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These non-opening windows offer natural light and frame any 
desired view at any size, even floor to ceiling. Custom picture 
windows are great for areas that you want to brighten up or save 
energy during the day.

FEATURES OF PICTURE WINDOWS

• Maximum glass viewing area, simply choose a window shape, 
color, style and the number of grilles

• With no mechanisms for opening/closing and locking, no need 
to worry about failing parts or repairs

• Sealed tight for comfort, less risk of water or air leaks, as well 
as the ultimate in energy efficiency

• Can be combined with other window types to create both 
stunning views and added ventilation

PICTURE WINDOWS
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Features of Single-Hung Windows
• Lower cost makes it an ideal choice when building from 

the ground up or swapping out all the windows of your 
home

• With fewer moving parts involved in locking these 
windows, they have fewer failure points making them 
more secure

• Vertically opening windows require no extra room 
inside or outside, so they work well when space is a 
consideration

Features of Double-Hung Windows
• Top and bottom sashes open, which provides different 

ways to create air flow and ventilate your room
• Ability to open and tilt out both sashes makes it safer 

and easier to clean inside and out, especially on upper 
floors

• Complement a variety of classic home styles popular 
here in Denver, including Victorian, modern and 
bungalows

Budget friendly single-hung windows are a popular option 
for new home builds and renovations, as well as businesses 
and multi-family properties. The bottom sash can be opened 
vertically while the upper sash is stationary. For the ability 
to operate both sashes, you may decide that double-hung 
windows are the right option for your needs.

SINGLE AND 
DOUBLE-HUNG 
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FEATURES OF SLIDER WINDOWS 

• Designed with slim vertical framing to maximize glass 
viewing area

• Do not rely on springs and pulleys like other windows types, 
making them longer lasting

• With few parts beyond a frame and latching system, they’re 
low cost and low maintenance

• Work well in areas where you don’t want windows to 
protrude, like patios and walkways

• Highly functional over counters and sinks where casement 
window cranks might be hard to reach and difficult to 
operate

Homeowners seeking to maintain a greater level of comfort in 
their home can rely on sliding windows to not only look great, but 
to also guard against harsh weather elements. 

The functional design of many sliding windows allows you to lift 
out the sashes from inside your home for safe, easy cleaning. 
When you want draft-free comfort, easy operation, and solid 
performance, custom slider windows get the job done.

SLIDER WINDOWS



VINYL
Many homeowners looking to replace old windows may think 
first of the ever-popular vinyl option because of their efficiency 
and budget-friendliness. 

Vinyl has greater insulating power than other materials and is 
known for doing a great job of keeping heat in during the winter 
and out during the summer.

Advantages of Vinyl Windows
• Energy Star Rated windows can be highly efficient
• Most cost-effective option
• Minimal maintenance required
• Largest variety of selection

Disadvantages of Vinyl Windows
• Not environmentally friendly 
• Wide variety of quality, so homeowners need to do their 

research

This classic material offers great insulation and can last a long 
time—up to 30 years when properly maintained. 

Proper maintenance includes repainting, resealing, and regular 
checks for issues such as wood rot. If any problems are found, 
these windows can easily be repaired. 

While damage to half a sill might require a whole new vinyl 
window, a wood window can be fixed piece by piece.

Advantages of Wood Windows
• Best insulators available
• Longer lasting than other materials
• Smallest coefficient of expansion, meaning that they are 

stable and don’t shift

Disadvantages of Wood Windows
• Requires paint or treatment else it will swell from moisture
• Susceptible to termite damage if not painted or treated
• Often the largest initial investment compared to other 

materials

WOOD

Window 
Materials

08
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FIBERGLASS
This relatively new material comes with a number of unique and 
powerful benefits that may make it the ideal choice for your home.

Like wood and vinyl windows, fiberglass windows keep you warm 
in winter and cool in summer.
Like vinyl, fiberglass is very low maintenance and lasts for decades. 
And, like wood, fiberglass can be painted if you decide to change 
your color scheme in 10 years.

Fiberglass offers many of the benefits of both wood and vinyl, but 
they typically require a larger up-front investment.

Advantages of Fiberglass Windows
• Natural insulator—three times more energy efficient than 

vinyl
• Very strong material that does not expand or contract with 

changes in weather (unlike wood)
• Comes in various colors or can have wood placed over them
• Recyclable and create no air quality issues

Disadvantages of Fiberglass Windows
• More expensive than vinyl and lower quality than real wood
• Deteriorate over time
• Still relatively new, so there aren’t as many brands that carry 

them

FIBREX
Andersen Windows’ 100-Series Window offers superior strength 
and performance because they’re made with Andersen’s 
patented Fibrex material that is two times stronger and more 
durable than vinyl. Supported with Andersen’s warranties, like 
their 20-years limited warranty on glass and 10-years limited 
warranty on non-glass parts which is even transferable to the 
next homeowner.

Advantages of Fibrex Windows
• Composite material is sustainable, low maintenance, and 

durable
• Never need painting and won’t fade, flake, blister or peel
• Available in a variety of colors and styles, including a wide 

range of grille patterns and patterned glass options

Disadvantages of Fibrex Windows
• More expensive than vinyl
• Only from one brand (Andersen)



Insulated windows use multiple panes with 
space left in between for your preferred form 
of insulation such as argon gas. This creates 
a steadier temperature in your space, greater 
energy efficiency, less condensation on windows, 
as well as increased humidity and air quality if 
you run the heat in winter.

Even without any added insulating materials 
between the panes, double-paned windows 
provide twice the insulation as single-pane. By 
design, going with multiple panes also creates 
significant noise reduction for a peaceful, quiet 
space.

Now, take your insulated windows to the next level with:

Argon or Krypton Gas Filler – Argon is a non-toxic, inert, clear, and odorless gas 
that reduces convection and the transfer of heat. Krypton works in the same way 
but is most often used in tighter spaces typical of triple-paned glass windows. Either 
one greatly increases your energy efficiency.

Low-E Glass Technology – Panes can also be coated with a thin metal oxide layer 
that reduces harmful ultraviolet, infrared and visible light transfer. It also reflects 
heat back to its source – in the summer, that means it keeps out heat, and in winter, 
low-e glass bounces warmth back into your space.

As you can see, insulated windows come with many benefits. The key to 
maximizing these advantages is to have our team at Paramount Siding & Windows 
install them properly right from the start. Simply get in touch today, and we’ll help 
you choose the right windows for your needs and budget.

Types of 
Window 
Insulation
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BEVELED LEADED GLASS

BEVELED GLASS, SUN BLINDS, VINYL 
COLORS, EXTERIOR BRICKMOULD

DIVIDED & CONTOUR GRIDS

SIMULATED DIVIDED LITES V-GROOVE GLASS

The art of light! Add an elegant statement to your home by 
including one of our beautiful, handcrafted insulated leaded 
glass designs. From contemporary to traditional, these 
wonderfully arranged patterns will add color, value, and 
architectural detail to your home.

There’s just something so very elegant about a window with 
grids (also called grilles or muntins). It’s that extra detail that 
sets them apart from a blank window. Paramount Windows 
and Siding offers three distinct styles of grids for you to choose 
from: Standard, Colonial, or Georgian Colonial, all available in 
solid or 2-tone colors.

Instead of grids between the glass, choose Simulated 
Divided Lites to maintain your home’s classic character. 
Have all the advantages of premium-performing windows 
with thermally-efficient insulating glass, plus the timeless 
beauty of grids on both the interior and exterior panes of 
glass.

One special window or your entire home can be enhanced 
with the elegance of custom grooved glass. This special design 
treatment is heralded by architects and interior decorators alike 
for its distinctive charm.

1 3
2 4
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VINYL COLORS & WOOD 

BLINDS IN THE GLASS

EXTERIOR BRICKMOULD

Mix and match for the perfect coordination. Your search 
for a window with a true Painter’s White (instead of the 
common blue-white or grayish vinyl windows) is over, we 
have many color combinations to choose from.

Paramount Siding and Windows offers windows that have 
blinds between the panes of glass. These adjustable mini 
blinds are actually sealed between the panes of glass, 
offering less maintenance with style. We have many 
different manufacturers that sell many different styles to 
choose from.

ProVia’s Endure or Sunrise’s Full Frame Replacement 
System takes replacing old windows with new ones a step 
further, thoroughly restoring the structural integrity of the 
window opening while installing energy efficient, low-
maintenance replacement window.

5
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Contact
303.482.5656
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6637 South Broadway
Littleton, CO 80121


